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BAKSI, A DREAM OUT IN THE STICKS

Logline:

What can an art museum do? Is it possible that it can transform a community? Get ready to meet BAKSI, a 
contemporary art museum located in one of the most remote regions of Turkey, and its story of changing the lives 
of the local community.

Synopsis: 

Located in one of the most remote regions of Turkey, Baksı welcomes you with an amazing landscape up in the 
mountains. The founder of the museum Hüsamettin Koçan is an artist who was born here but then had to leave for 
Istanbul. After many years of feeling not belonging, he returned to Bayburt, built this museum where video artworks 
from famous artists and handcrafts by the villagers are exhibited next to each other on the same wall. Local women 
meet contemporary sculptures at this museum. Their children receive scholarships from the museum. Some of them 
weave rugs with famous designers and make a living for themselves. The chief of the village not only feed the cows 
in the museum’s garden but also gives you a guided art tour, showing his favourite art piece at the museum. It’s not a 
surreal movie. This is a true story of how the arts changed these people’s lives. They no longer have the desperation 
of being stuck in the middle of nowhere. They don’t have to go anywhere else.

Director Bio: Starting her career as a journalist, Burcu Esenç has worked as 
a director on private TV channels and Turkish National TV, directing arts and 
culture programs. Her first independent documentary “Faithful” (2013) won 
many awards. For her second documentary film “I Had A Dream” (2019), she 
followed the footsteps of her grandfather- the last person to speak the Ubykh 
language- and received numerous awards. Burcu’s passion for filmmaking 
continues with an empathetic curiosity about sociological issues.

Contact: Burcu Esenç / +90 532 227 3145 / burcu.esenc@gmail.com 

Producer Bio: After producing TV programs in Turkey, Umut Eğitimci went to 
NYC where she took classes on Film&Video at The New School University. She 
developed movies for TV and produced off-off-Broadway shows. Graduated 
from the Istanbul University, School of Business, Umut also has bachelor’s 
degree in sociology. Currently, she’s writing her master thesis in Cinema at 
Istanbul Commerce University. As she continues to develop films, The Cemil 
Show movie that she co-produced, had its world premiere at the IFFR2021. 

Contact: Umut Egitimci / +90 532 297 3774 / umut@umutproductions.com

 TOTAL BUDGET: 32.000,00 €      CONFIRMED FINANCING: 10.000,00 €      FINANCING SOUGHT: 22.000,00 € 

Director: Burcu Esenç / Producer: Umut Egitimci / Duration: 60 min. / Language: Turkish / Status: In Development 
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ALWAYS STAY WITH ME

Logline:

Believing that the items with which people have the deepest bonds, shed light on their past and ties, the director 
begins to search for a way to turn the “always stay with me” items of the people whom he empathizes with his own 
life, into a digital painting.

Synopsis: 

Our documentary, which will examine what the sense of attachment means to different  people. and what stories it 
shares, will follow the personal life of the director, in which he explores the transformation and bonds of a former 
healer he knew.

While the documentary asks about 4-5 people the question of what is your item that you care about the most in your 
life, that you would not want to give to anyone, that you say “Always stay with me” and what is the reason for this. 
The use of the items and symbols will be displayed in a digital chart as data.

Director Bio: Emrullah Erbay was born in 1987 in Kahramanmaraş. 
Studied Sivas Science High School and Yıldız Technical University Electrical 
Engineering. During his years as an electrical engineer, he started to receive 
training in the field of cinema from various courses. He tried to understand the 
connection between the discipline of engineering and the discipline of film/
documentary production and continued his studies in this field. In 2018, he 
worked as the Production Director at the 8th Malatya International FF. 

Contact: Emrullah Erbay  / emrullaherbay@gmail.com

Producer Bio: Mahmut İslam Bilir was born in 1994 in Istanbul. He studied 
at Boğaziçi University, Department of Sociology. He received training from 
directors, cinematographers and screenwriters who are experts in their fields 
at the Istanbul Cinema Center. At the age of 21, he directed and edited 2 weekly 
TV Documentaries, one on TRT and one on Digiturk İZ TV. He took part in many 
short film crews. He edited and directed various commercials and promotional 
films. 

Contact: Mahmut İslam Bilir / mahmutislam@gmail.com

Director: Emrullah Erbay / Producer: Mahmut İslam Bilir / Duration: 70 min. /  Status: In Development 

 TOTAL BUDGET: 24.255,00 € CONFIRMED FINANCING: 13.000,00 €  FINANCING SOUGHT: 11.255,00 €
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AND THE BEES SURROUNDED THE VILLAGE 

Logline:

A Chaldean Catholic couple living in the desolate mountains of South Eastern Turkey were abducted from their 
home on January 2020, later to be found murdered. Now their children have to come to terms with this tragedy, 
each on their own manner.

Synopsis: 

Mountainous regions of Şırnak were once populated by Christians with Chaldeans and Armenians making up the 
majority. During the last century most of the inhabitants left, and now there are only few villages left in the area. 
‘And the Bees Surrounded the Village’ starts at Meer, a Chaldean Catholic village famous for its honey, which was 
produced for centuries, in fact, the word Meer comes from ‘meghr’, Armenian for honey. We start off with the last 
beekeepers of Meer, Hürmüz and Şimuni Diril, spending their last week with their children. A few months later, they 
are abducted from their home. Şimuni Diril’s body was found, Hürmüz Diril is still missing. Our story continues with 
their children, all of them feel their parents’ legacy in different ways, and they are to choose how to carry it in their 
own manner.

Director Bio: Etna Özbek has graduated from SVA on 2017 with a BFA on film/
video. Her thesis film “Water, water everywhere” was screened in film festivals 
such as Cascadia International Women’s Film Festival and Jaipur International 
Film Festival. Upon returning to Turkey she started the project ‘Nosema’ which 
was awarded Special Jury Prize at 40th Istanbul Film Festival’s National 
Documentary Competition, and made its International Premiere at IDFA 
2021’s Frontlight section.

Contact: Etna Özbek  / etnaozbek1@gmail.com

Producer Bio: Burak Karamete, born in Turkey, studied law at Bilkent 
University and earned MBA from Johns Hopkins University. As a business 
analyst and financial lawyer, he has worked in various sectors including film 
industry. Recently, Burak jump-started his producing career with ‘Nosema’.  He 
co-founded Zug Film, an Istanbul based production company, with Etna Özbek 
in 2020 and jointly producing documentaries. 

Contact: Burak Karamete / brkkaramete@hotmail.com

Director: Etna Özbek  / Producer: Burak Karamete / Duration: 90 min. /  Status: In Development 

 TOTAL BUDGET: 218.000,00 € CONFIRMED FINANCING: 28.000,00 €   FINANCING SOUGHT: 190.000,00 €
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PLEASE DO WASH (NOT ONLY YOUR FACE) BUT ALSO YOUR SOUL

Logline:

The documentary focuses on the relationship of Istanbul, one of the mega cities, with water, focusing on the changes 
in the last decades.

Synopsis: 

The documentary examines water and the elements associated with water by focusing on different themes and 
periods. It tries to explain the relationship between Istanbul and water through the changes in geography and 
urban transformation. In line with urban policies, it compares various case examples by asking questions to citizens 
and experts about water with a multi-layered structure, with 3 sections where it looks at the rivers that are filled, 
fountains that do not flow for various reasons, and the sociological uses of water in ceremonial content. It aims to 
present a picture of opening the door to individual and social inquiries. It invites us to look at water, our basic need, 
on a local and global scale, from the past to the present and the future through Istanbul, which has left its mark with 
its sea, underground water and rivers in almost every period of history.

Director Bio: Eser Epözdemir, artist and cultural producer, received her 
undergraduate education in Fine Arts and Painting at Valencia Polytechnic 
University and Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University. She completed her master’s 
degree at Sabancı University, Visual Arts Department. She continues her works 
at the axis of the relationship between the individual and space on the topics 
of protection, hiding, trading places, listlessness, the mechanisms of function 
and the way things relate to each other in general. 

Contact: Eser Epözdemir  / eserepozdemir@gmail.com

Producer Bio: Ezgi Selin Ülkü, worked as an engineer and an air traffic 
controller, then she started producing films. She produced “Barisfer” in 2017 
and it was nominated for the best short documentary film in the Siyad Awards. 
The latest film she produced, Anima, won the Best Documentary Award in 
Istanbul Film Festival’s National Documentary Competition. She co-produce 
a Youtube documentary channel about film industry and culture by visiting 
international film festivals. She lives in Istanbul.

Contact: Ezgi Selin Ülkü / ezgiselinulku@gmail.com

Director: Eser Epözdemir / Producer: Ezgi Selin Ülkü / Duration: 60 min. /  Status: In Development 

 TOTAL BUDGET: 61.740,00 € CONFIRMED FINANCING: 38.000,00 €  FINANCING SOUGHT: 23.740,00 € 
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OUR SEEDS (WT)

Logline:

A farming couple, Oruç and Güneş, are planting wheat seed inherited from their ancestors. They want to pass this 
inherited wheat to their children but their childrens’ dreams are different.

Synopsis: 

A farming couple live with their children in a village in northeastern Turkey. Every spring, they sow the wheat seeds 
their family inherited from their ancestors in the fields, grind the grain and make the flour into bread. Although 
the harvest of this seed is difficult and its yield is low, they believe that this heritage is a source of life. The farming 
couple’s eldest son has just returned from the military and plans to get married. They try to persuade him to stay in 
the village but he is drawn to the city. Their daughter excels in her studies and is trying to get into a good high school 
in the city. Their younger son witnesses events through his childlike eyes. The farming couple’s faith in nature begins 
to be tested by the emerging dreams of their children and this test deepens as the harvest of that year is harder than 
usual. The thought that the seed will not be planted when they are gone gradually turns into a nightmare and they 
decide to look for other ways to keep the seed alive. 

Director Bio: Erhan Arık was born in Ardahan, Turkey, in 1984, and has a 
degree in journalism. Since 2010, he has worked on photography and video 
projects focused on the memory of the 1915 Armenian Genocide. In 2010, his 
documentary works “Remembering” and “Voice” were shown in IDFA under 
Doc Next section, a prestigious film festival in the Netherlands. In 2021, he 
founded Horovel Films with Meryem Yavuz to produce documentary films.

Contact: Erhan Arık  / enarik@gmail.com / +905436779130

Producer Bio: Meryem Yavuz was born in İstanbul and studied cinema. The 
films she worked as a cinematographer or co-producer were screened at 
prestigious festivals such as Cannes, Berlinale and Venice. In 2009, she was 
selected for the Berlinale Talent Campus. She was accepted to the American 
Society of Cinematographers Vision Mentorship Program in 2020. She has 
also worked as an instructor between the years 2016 - 2020. In 2021, she 
founded Horovel Films with Erhan Arık to produce documentary films.

Contact: Meryem Yavuz / meryyavuz@gmail.com / +905326779130

Director: Erhan Arık  / Producer: Meryem Yavuz / Duration: 90 min. /  Language: Turkish  / Status: In Development 

 TOTAL BUDGET: 300.000,00 € CONFIRMED FINANCING: -  FINANCING SOUGHT: -
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GOLD FEVER

Logline:

With soil that is rich with past civilizations’ curios and gold, treasure hunting is a widespread occupation among 
people in Turkey despite being illegal. Gold Fever captures ordinary people’s criminal treasure hunting activities, 
motivations, and how far they would go for the spoils.

Synopsis: 

By exploring the world of treasure hunters in Turkey, Gold Fever takes the audience from the Caucasus mountains to 
the valleys of Mesopotamia, from Aegean coasts to the ancient cities of Anatolia, where the myths become truth and 
facts seem lies. The documentary tracks a series of treasure hunters throughout Turkey. By entering their world, the 
film reveals how they organize, decide where to dig, sell the spoils, how it is superstitious, and what their desires 
and dreams are... To show the audience what treasure hunting is based on; the rumors, symbols, and myths spread 
through history and the cross-geographical ties often leading to organized crime; the film will intricately embroider 
the people and the stories from different cities as well as different socio-cultural backgrounds. For instance, we 
listen to Mehmet telling about the excavation that went deep enough that it almost collapsed the entire city center 
and witness how Oğuz -who is a true role-player- plays with the dreams of newbies with his made-up stories... 

Director Bio: Born in 1991, Yavuz Gözeller is the founding director of the 
Istanbul International Experimental Film Festival and has been curating film 
selections for festivals, organizing workshops for educational purposes, and 
continues to carry out the presidency of the Experimental Cinema Association. 
He made several award-winning short films, published stories, and contributed 
many scripts for both Tv and cinema, which includes recently screened Hamlet, 
an online Tv adaptation of Shakespeare’s play.

Contact: Yavuz Gözeller  / yavuzgozeller@gmail.com

Producer Bio: Hilal Şenel is a producer in independent short film projects that 
are shown at national and international festivals, received awards and support 
from channels such as Meetings on the Bridge and the General Directorate of 
Cinema of the Republic of Turkey. She is also an ecofeminist, columnist and a 
circus acrobat (an aerialist). By using the lenses she acquired from disciplines 
such as sociology, social anthropology, philosophy, literature, and even from 
the circus; what she aims for in life is to render visible the relations among 
-seemingly- different things.

Contact: Hilal Şenel / senelhilall@gmail.com

Director: Yavuz Gözeller  / Producer: Hilal Şenel / Duration: 90 min. /  Status: In Development 

 TOTAL BUDGET: 451.000,00 € CONFIRMED FINANCING: 116.000,00 €   FINANCING SOUGHT: 335.000,00 €
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SONGS OF THE MOUNTAIN

Logline:

İlknur, a female folk singer, searches for the forgotten songs and stories of the powerful women of the Black Sea. We 
witness her inspiring journey along with the daily struggles of women in this patriarchal culture.

Synopsis: 

İlknur Yakupoğlu is a folk singer who grew up in Black Sea region of Turkey. She plays kemancha, an instrument 
that is customary to be played by men. 

She does not only create words that express the pain, troubles, excitement and hope of her culture, but also puts 
effort into her society to make their songs heard by making them reachable. She searches for and discovers the folk 
songs and moaning songs, in the places that they were written in the unique geography of the Black Sea region yet 
forgotten over time, accompanied by their stories told by local women. 

As we keep listening to the stories of the songs sung, which are full of despair, sadness and rebellion, we also learn 
about the history of this region, people and maybe even the director’s, who is one of their own.

Director Bio: Born in Yalova, Burcu Yeşilbaş studied Film and TV and shot her 
first documentary Keyvan the year she graduated. She worked with documentary 
filmmaker Nejla Demirci as AD and camera operator. She directed a special 
documentary for poet Ataol Behramoğlu’s 50th anniversary. She worked as an 
AD in series and movies and has been directing music videos. As a musician, 
she released her first album in 2021. She is also a videographer at the Kadıköy 
Municipality.

Contact: Burcu Yeşilbaş  / burcutonya@gmail.com

Producer Bio: Can Deniz Şahin worked with famous directors Ezel Akay and 
Kutluğ Ataman after her graduation from Istanbul Bilgi University Film & TV 
Department. She became experienced as a Postproduction Coordinator in VFX 
projects for many years and began working as a Producer in TVCs in 2009. 
She is the Executive Producer of the animation feature Kötü Kedi Şerafettin 
(Bad Cat). She is the general coordinator of the cinematheque in Istanbul, an 
independent producer and VFX Producer in Netflix series. 

Contact: Can Deniz Şahin / candeniz@yarimada.biz

Director: Burcu Yeşilbaş  / Producer: Can Deniz Şahin / Duration: 80 min. /  Language: Turkish  / Status: In Development

 TOTAL BUDGET: 120.000,00 € CONFIRMED FINANCING: 44.110,00 €   FINANCING SOUGHT: 75.890,00 €
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MASTERS OF LIFE

Logline:

Returning to the beach of her childhood summers, a filmmaker reconnects fragments of her childhood memories, 
centering on three fables she repeatedly heard from her grandmother; a reflection on what still lives inside us despite 
the passage of time.

Synopsis: 

In the summer of 2014, I went back to once barren beach of my early childhood summers and my family’s private 
sanctuary three decades after I had last seen it. I found that, during this time, the place had transformed into a lively 
community with people from diverse ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds vacationing side by side. I filmed this 
place during a three-week stay at one of the shacks on the beach that summer. I am combining the footage together 
with a narrative, recited in the form of three letters, centering on three fables about a bird, a mouse and a snake that 
my grandmother, a prominent mother figure in my life, used to tell me. As I seek to surface the meanings of these 
stories, I am contemplating on what must be lost with childhood, and the eternal search for home. These letters are 
addressed to my future self. I am going back in time, drawing out what lies at the core and bringing it to the future, 
asking the viewers to tag along and travel to their own special places. 

Director Bio: Berna Kahraman has devoted her experience of more than 
a decade as a PhD researcher, to collecting and telling of stories. She has 
directed nearly three hundred podcasts in the form of audio documentaries, 
focusing on real stories of individuals from different walks of life including 
poets, musicians, and wanderers. ‘Ways To Survive’, a collaborative book that 
pairs a collection of Berna’s poems with paintings of Visual Artist Donna H. 
Friedman, was published in Boston and Istanbul in 2020. 

Contact: Berna Kahraman / berna@boprods.com / +90 532 600 5175 

Producer Bio: Onur Akmehmet was born in 1972 in Istanbul. He is the founder 
partner at BO Productions Inc., where among the multiple roles at the company, 
one stands out: being an in-depth interviewer of creatives across all fields. In 
addition, he has also been hosting live story telling events that BO organizes 
in different cities around the country. As a producer of documentaries, Onur 
primarily seeks works of a personal nature as he aims to connect these works 
to the global audience.

Contact: Onur Akmehmet / onur@boprods.com / +90 533 262 6376

Director: Berna Kahraman / Producer: Onur Akmehmet / Duration: 65 min. /  Language: Turkish  / Status: In Development

 TOTAL BUDGET: 56.000,00 € CONFIRMED FINANCING: 28.500,00 €  FINANCING SOUGHT: 27.500,00 € 
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PEBBLE TO SATTELITE

Logline:

A woman looking for an escape from a remote neighborhood runs into a mysterious statue that alters her escape 
plans and inspires a collective investigation.

Synopsis: 

A woman who has never been out of the neighborhood that she was born and raised decides to leave. However, she 
does not know the boundaries of the land nor how to get out. In order to find the exit, she looks for the map of the 
district. Unable to reach information about the boundaries, the woman stumbles upon a fortune teller. The fortune 
teller tells her that she must reach the water. As she searches for a water body, she encounters a statue whose shape 
is unlike anything known. Her desire to discover this statue becomes stronger than her desire to escape from the 
land. The woman begins to research when, by whom, and why this statue was made. Eventually she makes up a 
myth about this statue. This bond she establishes with the statue changes her mind about leaving the neighborhood.

Director Bio: Pınar Sevilmiş was born in 1997 in Istanbul. She studied 
Archeology and Art History at Koç University with a full scholarship, and did 
a double major with Media and Visual Arts. During her university years, she 
worked in various of projects in the field of culture, art and archeology. In 
2019, she took part in the social media promotion team of Ali Vatansever’s 
movie “Saf”. She is the creative producer of “Ay Bulutta”, which was selected 
for the Meetings on the Bridge Short Film Development Workshop in 2020 and 
was shot in the summer of 2021. Currently, she is working in the production 
finance department in a Netflix Turkey Original Series project. 

Contact: Pınar Sevilmiş  / pinarsevilmis@gmail.com

Producer Bio: Sami Morhayim was born in 1993. Since 2012 he has been 
in director, editor, and producer roles in various projects. He graduated from 
Koç University with Media & Visual Arts and Psychology double major. His 
first short film as a director, “Meçhul”, has been screened in both national and 
international film festivals. The short film “Susam” he wrote and directed, is 
screened in international festivals and continues its festival process. Recently, 
he produced his new short film “Ay Bulutta” where he is also in the film editor 
role. He is an attendee of 2021 Sarajevo Talents as a director.

Contact: Sami Morhayim / morhayimsami@gmail.com

Director: Pınar Sevilmiş  / Producer: Sami Morhayim / Duration: 50 min.  / Status: In Development

 TOTAL BUDGET: 25.084,50 € CONFIRMED FINANCING: 1.000,00 €   FINANCING SOUGHT: 24.084,50 €
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SOUND DREAMS OF ISTANBUL

Logline:

A Turkish musician filmmaker returns to Istanbul to make a film with his musician friends on an alternative and 
creative way of music making that transformed their lives : free improvisation.

Synopsis: 

Ten improviser musicians living in Istanbul. The most important figures of Istanbul’s “free improvisation” music 
scene. They all have one strong thing in common; playing improvised music has been a life changing experience. 
Living in abroad since twenty years, musician filmmaker Anil Eraslan travels back to Istanbul. He brings his musician 
friends together to make a film on improvisation. Between the performances in atypical places and roundtable 
discussions, they question unconventional ways of music making and the way improvisation transforms their lives. 
Aiming to open up this niche musical world in Istanbul to a wider audience, “Sound Dreams of Istanbul” reveals 
improviser musicians’ creative worlds and offers a sonic view of an unknown and unheard Istanbul.

Director Bio: Director, cellist, improviser Anıl Eraslan, was born in 1981 
in Turkey. He studied classical, new music, jazz and improvisation at the 
Strasbourg Conservatory in France. He plays in ensembles such as Klub 
Demboh, Trickster Orchestra, Eponj, ‘H’ and Sousta Politiki. In addition to his 
musical projects, he is also a filmmaker, and has shot a short experimental 
documentary of Klub Demboh’s Norway tour and a ‘roadmovie’ of his duo tour 
with Yuki Saga in Japan. Anil Eraslan was artist-in-residence for 8 months at 
the Istanbul Goethe Institut in 2020. 

Contact: Anıl Eraslan  / anil.eraslan@gmail.com

Producer Bio: Kıvılcım Akay graduated from Akdeniz University Faculty of 
Fine Arts (Cinema TV) in 2008. She worked in advertising sector as agent 
coordinator and copywriter. In 2011, she started her own advertising and 
production company called Akay Film. She is the producer and director of the 
first fashion documentary film in Turkey “A Century of Fashion” and in 2014 
she completed the documentary “My Wish Is Peace”. She is also a visual artist. 
Amina is her first feature documentary film.

Contact: Kıvılcım Akay / akaykivilcim@hotmail.com

Director: Anıl Eraslan  / Producer: Kıvılcım Akay / Duration: 70 min.  / Status: In Development

 TOTAL BUDGET: 145.000,00 € CONFIRMED FINANCING: 18.000,00 €   FINANCING SOUGHT: 127.000,00 €
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VIBE ISTANBUL / DANCE LIKE THERE IS NO TOMORROW! 

Logline:

Under the weight of regional social, economic and political pressures, the architects of Istanbul’s underground 
electronic music have been resisting for 40 years to build a culture of freedom, love and tolerance.

Synopsis: 

Vibe Istanbul is a social documentary about resistance, tolerance and passion; it is the story of people who believe 
in the magic of electronic music and have learned how to dance their pain with hope for a better future. This 
documentary takes us to a 40-year journey to demonstrate how they have been keeping the spirit of the city up with 
beats and melodies through all the social, economic and political challenges. Meanwhile it shows how Istanbul 
embraced youth from the suppressed Middle Eastern countries regardless of conflicts and restrictions to create a 
unique vibe.

Director Bio: Writer and director, Nafise Motlaq, is an internationally awarded 
documentary photographer and also an academician with a PhD in Mass 
Communication. Her photographs which are mostly focus on social issues, have 
been presented in more than numerous countries and covered by distinguished 
media including BBC, CNN, Arte, the Slate, New Republic, Der Spiegel, etc. 
“20 best Asian Women Photographers”, “International Photography Awards”, 
“Lens Culture 50 Top Emerge Talents” are some of her awards in photography. 

Contact: Nafise Motlaq  / nafise.motlaq@gmail.com

Producer Bio: Saeed Nasiri is a filmmaker and a photographer with 20 years 
of experience. He has collaborated with some successful productions like 
‘Argo’ and ‘Rhio Season’ and also worked with TV channels such as ‘BBC’, 
‘VOA’ and ‘Digiturk’. In his own film company ‘Dorna Studio’ which is based 
in Istanbul, he has been producing and directing TV documentary series and 
commercials beside line-producing and giving consultants to numerous local 
and international projects in the region. 

Contact: Saeed Nasiri / saeed.nasiri57@gmail.com

Director: Nafise Motlaq / Saeed Nasiri / Producer: Saeed Nasiri / Duration: 90 min. /  Language: Turkish/English  / Status: In Development

 TOTAL BUDGET: 336.000,00 € CONFIRMED FINANCING: 60.000,00 €  FINANCING SOUGHT: 276.000,00 € 
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PERSONAL GOD

Logline:

Every year thousands of Turkish people of all backgrounds and religions turn to Anatolia’s ancient wishing rituals 
for solutions to their problems. Through five personal stories we witness the power of hope, and our human need to 
seek and create it.

Synopsis: 

Five People with different ethnic and socioeconomic circumstances, age groups and gender from Turkey… Each is 
struggling with a different problem and is about to embark on a wish-making journey to overcome it. With this film 
we will observe the wish stories of these people who are our storytellers in order to understand the vital role of hope 
in our lives. We will listen to their interviews about their wishes, beliefs and how they seek for solution with wish 
making traditions while watching them through their daily life, problems and searching for hope across Anatolia.

A strong element that binds these people is their shared culture… Wish making is one of the strongest traditions that 
nurtured this rich culture and rooted deepest in the past and very much alive today… Anatolian people have been 
making wishes to find solutions for eleven thousand years. Of hundreds of wish making traditions, most interesting 
ones with trees, stones, water, seasonal cycles, saints will be traced through our scenes in five different cities.

Director Bio: Ezgi Otuz, born in 1981, graduated from the Department of 
Radio-TV and Film at Istanbul University. Since 2002, she has worked as 
director and editor in TRT and various production companies for TV programs, 
advertising and promotion films, UN projects. She writes scripts for children’s 
animation films and puppet projects. She made TV documentaries including 15 
episodes on Turkish Literature, 75 episodes on the lives of children in Anatolia, 
23 episodes on accomplished Turkish people abroad.

Contact: Ezgi Otuz  /ezgiotuz@gmail.com

Producer Bio: Cem Çınlar, born in 1971, prepared digital communication 
projects for D&B, European Platform, Brando, Socrates, Comenius, and Ogilvy, 
then worked as the manager at IXIR, Hiperaktif, and Dreams & Bytes Digital 
Agency. He founded ACT Communication Consultancy in 2005. He established 
and managed online projects and gave training and seminars networks within 
the EU. In recent years he has been working with international networks on 
human rights. Since 2010, he has been working as the COO of Tick Tock Boom 
digital PR & marketing agency. 

Contact: Cem Çınlar / cemcinlar@yahoo.com

Director: Ezgi Otuz / Producer: Cem Çınlar / Duration: 90 min.  / Status: In Development

 TOTAL BUDGET: 40.959,00 € CONFIRMED FINANCING: -  FINANCING SOUGHT: 40.959,00 € 
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